
Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Jan 01 - 

Dec 31

01-Jan-16 Dublin Sulphur Dioxide in Dried Apricots 

from Turkey

Import control samples of Dried 

Apricots from Turkey

Not Stated Sulphur dioxide (A) NM / RB Reg. 669/2009 Regulation (EU) No 1012/2015 

amending Annex I to Regulation 

(EC) No 669/2009

Import control samples of 

Dried Apricots from Turkey 

willl be accepted for 

Sulphur Dioxide testing as 

required throughout the 

year in accordance with 

the requirements of 

Commission Implementing 

Regulation (EU) No 

1012/2015 amending 

Annex I to Regulation (EC) 

No 669/2009

N EHS

1 2016 1

Jan 01 - 

Dec 31

01-Jan-16 Dublin Formaldehyde in Melamine 

Kitchenware and Primary 

Aromatic Amines in Black Nylon 

Kitchen Utensils (black units only 

are suitable for this testing, other 

colours will give negative results)

Import control of samples of 

Melamine Kitchenware and Black 

Nylon Kitchen Utensils 

Samples (3×5 per article for 

testing)

Formaldehyde and Primary Aromatic Amines 

(A)

Reg. 284/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

284/2011

Samples will be accepted 

for testing as required 

throughout the year 

according to Commission 

Regulation (EU) No. 

284/2011 Please place the 

sticky label on the outside 

of the article (i.e. non-food 

contact surface) or the 

handle of the article

Y EHS

1 2016 1

Jan 01 - 

Dec 31

01-Jan-16 Dublin National Mycotoxin Sampling 

Programme–Bulk Sampling

100 bulk samples will be accepted for 

mycotoxin testing in 2016. Please 

note that for aflatoxin B1, B2, G1, and 

G2 testing, only ‘bulk’ samples will be 

accepted. An exception to this 

requirement for aflatoxin B1, B2, G1, 

and G2 testing relates to dry cereal-

based baby food and peanut butter 

which are homogeneous products and 

representative samples can be 

obtained at retail level.

Sample according to Regulation 

401/2006 

Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, and G2, Ochratoxin A, 

Zearalenone, Fumonisins and DON (A)

CG / LD / KM 

/ JK / PE

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation 1881/2006 Please also note that the 

bulk sample capacity 

throughout the year is 

in addition to the retail 

sampling programme. The 

number of samples for 

mycotoxin testing to be 

taken at retail level is at a 

reduced level again in 

2016 to allow bulk 

sampling to take place. 

Having regard to the 

laboratory’s responsibilities 

as NRL for mycotoxins and 

the maintenance of 

competency, some 

samples are required for 

each matrix for each 

mycotoxin to fulfil these 

laboratory requirements 

hence the retention of 

retail sampling at a low 

level. In addition, some 

matrices are not yet 

covered in the legislation 

and analysis is undertaken 

for information collection 

purposes e.g. ochratoxin A 

in chocolate and beer, T-2 

and HT-2 in cereals. It is 

necessary to book in 

samples prior to 

despatch/delivery to the 

laboratory. Please indicate 

on the Sample Analysis 

Request Form if a sample 

is being submitted as part 

Y EHS

1 2016 1

Jan 01 - 

Dec 31

01-Jan-16 Dublin Chloramphenicol in Enzymes Enzymes, prepared enzymes from 

India

Not Stated Chloramphenicol (M) JK / PE Reg. 669/2009 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

718/2014 (Regulation 669/2009, as 

amended)

Enzymes, prepared 

enzymes from India will be 

accepted for 

chloramphenicol testing as 

required throughout the 

year according to 

Commission Regulation 

(EU) No. 718/2014 

(Regulation 669/2009, as 

amended)

N EHS #REF! #REF! #REF!

Jan 4- 15 04-Jan-16 Dublin Rice cakes Packets of rice cakes (plain and 

flavoured)

2 Packets per sample Inorganic arsenic (M) IN / SO'R Reg. 2015/1006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

2015/1006 

Y FSAI 20 1
2016 1

Jan 4- 15 04-Jan-16 Dublin Jarred baby foods Baby foods in glass jars or cans (15),  

Ready to eat jarred, bottled or canned 

foods e.g. baked beans, soups, 

sauces etc. (15), Roasted cereals type 

e.g. Rice krispies etc. (10)

Where possible, sample according 

to Regulation (EC) No. 333/2007 

(as amended). Where this is not 

possible, please supply min. 3 units

Furan (A) (Parts 1, 2 and 3) CG / LD / KM No legislation applies. Call for further 

data associated with Commission 

Recommendation 2007/196/EC 

The deadline for reporting 

furan results to the EHS 

will be the end of June 

2016. Accordingly, please 

ensure that "best before 

dates” are greater than 

this

N EHS 40

Jan 18-29 18-Jan-16 Dublin Ground coffee (dry matter) Caffeinated or decaffeinated. Ideally 

the samples should be of Irish origin

Where possible, sample according 

to Regulation (EC) No. 333/2007 

(as amended). Where this is not 

possible, please supply min. 3 units

Furan (A) (Part 4), Acrylamide (A) (Part 1) CG / LD / KM No legislation applies. Call for further 

data associated with Commission 

Recommendation 2007/196/EC 

The deadline for reporting 

furan results to the EHS 

will be the end of June 

2016. Accordingly, please 

ensure that "best before 

dates” are greater than 

this

Y EHS 20

4 2016 1



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Packaged fish products Restrict samples to chilled and 

uncooked packed tuna, mackerel, 

sardines, herrings and anchovies. Fish 

sauces are not suitable for this 

campaign

500 g Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 1)

JK / PE Reg. 2073/2005 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

2073/2005, as amended

The temperature of the 

samples will be checked on 

arrival at the laboratory 

and recorded. The 

laboratory designation of 

results may be influenced 

if the temperature of the 

fish exceeds 4C or the 

container exceeds 10C

Y EHS 10

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Glassware - samples of drinking 

glasses (wine, whiskey etc.), glass 

cups and glass mugs

Glassware to include lead crystal glass 5 of each type of glassware 

sampled

Cadmium & Lead Migration testing from 

glassware (M)

IN / SO'R There are currently no legislative 

limits for cadmium and lead 

migration from glassware. For risk 

assessment information purposes

Y EHS 15

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Nutmeg In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 1 kg therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

min. 250 g Ochratoxin A * (A), Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, 

and G2 (A) (Part 1)

JK / PE / LD 

/ KM

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

401/2006 (sampling); Commission 

Regulation 1881/2006 (as amended) 

(assessment)

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the Sample 

Analysis Request Form

Y EHS 5

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite & Nitrate (A) (Part 1) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the combined 

sample analysis request 

form

Y EHS 8

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite & Nitrate (A) (Part 1) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended).

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the combined 

sample analysis request 

form. 

Y LAVS 16

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Yoghurts (energy-reduced or with 

no added sugar) 

Please prioritise products that are 

labelled as containing the artificial 

sweeteners aspartame (E951) or 

aspartame-acesulfame salt (E962)

400 g Aspartame, Acesulfame K & Saccharin  (A) 
(Part 1) (L)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Y EHS 10

4 2016 1

Jan 

18–29

18-Jan-16 Dublin Dilutable cordial or squash drinks 

– energy-reduced or with no 

added sugar 

All products must be labelled as 

containing sulphur dioxide (E220) or 

the following sulphites; E221, E222, 

E223, E224, E226, E227 or E228 and  

the artificial sweeteners aspartame 

(E951), acesulfame-K (E950), 

saccharin (E954) or aspartame-

acesulfame salt (E962)

300 ml Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 1), Aspartame, 

Acesulfame K & Saccharin  (A) (Part 1) (L)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Y EHS 10

4 2016 1

Feb 01-

12

01-Feb-16 Dublin Rice cakes Packets of rice cakes (plain and 

flavoured)

2 Packets per sample Inorganic arsenic (M) IN / SO'R Reg. 2015/1006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

2015/1006 

Y FSAI 20

Feb 01-

12

01-Feb-16 Dublin Black nylon kitchen utensils Primary Aromatic Amines (Aniline and 

4,4’-Methylenedianiline (A) (Part 1)

5 of each unit selected.The Food 

Business Operator should be given 

the opportunity to take their own 

supplementary sample

Primary Aromatic Amines (Aniline and 4,4’-

Methylenedianiline (A) (Part 1)

JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

10/2011 (as amended)

Please attempt to target 

outlets at the lower end of 

the market. Items with a 

shiny rather than a matt 

appearance are of 

particular interest. In 

cases where a ‘set’ of 

utensils is chosen as the 

sample then 5 sets are 

required. Camping and 

Outdoor Stores can also be 

targeted, however not all 

articles for sale there are 

either melamine of nylon 

articles

Y EHS 10

6 2016 2

Feb 

15–26

15-Feb-16 Dublin Cakes & buns (Sorbic Acid)                     

Processed cheese/ cheese 

spreads( Benzoic Acid/ Sorbic 

Acid)

All cakes must be labelled as 

containing sorbic acid (E200), 

potassium sorbate (E202) or calcium 

sorbate (E203) as preservative.                                            

All cheeses/ cheese spreads must be 

labelled as containing the 

preservatives benzoic acid (E210), 

sodium benzoate (E211), potassium 

benzoate (E212), calcium benzoate 

(E213) sorbic acid (E200), potassium 

sorbate (E202) or calcium sorbate 

(E203) either singly or in combination                                                             

400 g Benzoic Acid & Sorbic Acid (A) (Part 1) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended)

Y EHS 9

8 2016 2



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Feb 

15–26

15-Feb-16 Dublin Beer Canned or bottled craft beers and 

beers from microbreweries

Please supply min. 3 cans or  4 

bottles of beer (of the same batch)
Alcohol by volume (A) (Part 2), Sulphur 

dioxide (M) (Part 2), Ochratoxin A * (A), 

Sterigmatocystein (M)

NM / RB / JK 

/ PE

Reg. 1169/2011 Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 

(Labelling), Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended), There are 

currently no legislative limits for 

Ochratoxin A in beer – for risk 

assessment information purposes, 

There are currently no legislative 

limits for Sterigmatocystein in beer – 

for risk assessment information 

purposes

Y EHS 14

8 2016 2

Feb 

15–26

15-Feb-16 Dublin Five samples of canned fish of the 

Scombroid varieties. Ten samples 

of fermented fish products, i.e. 

Chinese or Thai fish sauces from 

Asian markets

Restrict samples to fish sauces (fish 

pastes and oyster sauces are NOT 

suitable samples)

250 ml / 250 g Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 2)

JK / PE Reg. 2073/2005 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

2073/2005, as amended

Y EHS 15

8 2016 2

Feb 

29–Mar 

11

29-Feb-16 Dublin Dry cereal-based baby foods (in 

boxes or vacuum-sealed bags), 

rusks, and dried pasta intended 

for consumption by infants and 

young children, etc.

Please note: according to Dir. 

2006/125/EC, for “dry cereal-based 

baby foods (in boxes or vacuum-

sealed bags)”, the cereal content 

should not be less than 25% of the 

final mixture on a dry weight for 

weight basis and that the product 

should be a foodstuff for particular 

nutritional use

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended) 

and 2004/43/EC. Where possible, 

please supply min. 1 kg

Aflatoxin B1 (A), DON (A), T-2 and HT-2 

(A), Ochratoxin A * (A), 

Diacetoxyscirpenol/Nivalenol/3-

acetylDON/15-acetylDON (M), 

Fumonisin B1, B2 and B3 (A)

LD / KM / JK 

/ PE

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended). Aflatoxin 

B1, DON, ZON, and Fumonisins B1 

and B2 (compliance with legislation). 

T-2 and HT-2 toxins (Commission 

Regulation 1881/2006, as amended) 

and other parameters (survey work)

Y EHS 15

10 2016 2

Feb 

29–Mar 

11

29-Feb-16 Dublin Fish & shellifish Each sample supplied will need to be 

of sufficient size to provide 50 g of 

meat

Inorganic Arsenic (A) IN / SO'R There is no legislative limit for 

inorganic arsenic in fish

N SFPA 12

Feb 

29–Mar 

11

29-Feb-16 Dublin Heat treated starchy foods French fries sold as ready-to eat, 

potato crisps and pre-cooked French 

fries/potato products for home 

cooking 

Monitoring recommendation 

(2010/307/EU) suggests following  

part B of the Annex to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 333/2007. Min. 

weights and volumes of 1 kg and 1 

l are given

Acrylamide (A) (Part 2) CG / LD / KM Rec. 

2011/01/10/EC

There are currently no legislative 

limits for acrylamide in foods. 

However, there is a Commission 

Recommendation from 10/01/2011 

on indicative levels of acrylamide in 

food

The deadline for reporting 

results to the EHS will be 

the end of June 2016. 

Accordingly, please ensure 

that "best before dates” 

are greater than this

N EHS 20

Mar 

14–24

14-Mar-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked meats & fish National monitoring program on 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in ireland

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)

PAH (A) (Part 1) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period.  Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N DAFM 24

Mar 

14–24

14-Mar-16 Dublin Non-alcoholic drinks that declare 

caffeine as an ingredient (5), 

Decaffeinated instant coffee (dry 

matter) (10)

250 ml / 250 g Caffeine (A) (L) NM / RB Reg. 1169/2011 Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 

(Labelling), Directive 1999/4/EC 

which states that the product 

labelling on coffee may include the 

term ‘decaffeinated’ provided that 

the anhydrous caffeine content does 

not exceed 0.3% by weight of the 

coffee-based dry matter

N EHS 15

Mar 

14–24

14-Mar-16 Dublin Imported fresh rocket, imported 

fresh lettuce and imported fresh 

baby leaf spinach

Samples taken should be be available 

for sale at retail level.  It is essential 

to supply details of the species and 

the country of origin with each 

sample.                           Samples 

must be booked in prior to delivery to 

the Laboratory and can only be 

accepted Mon-Wed due to the 

extensive processing of samples 

required on receipt

Please sample according to 

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1882/2006

Nitrate (A) (Part 1) NM / RB Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1258/2011

As delivery to DPAL may 

take up to 48 hours in 

some cases, we 

recommended transport of 

samples in open topped 

plastic bags (similar to the 

way such products may 

often be displayed in retail 

outlets) to prevent wilting 

of product during periods 

of transportation that are 

longer than 24 hours. 

N EHS 10

Mar 

14–24

14-Mar-16 Dublin Bakery products, including 

seasonal Easter products and, if 

available, breakfast cereals 

(including muesli) containing 

cinnamon

 ‘Bakery products’ refers to items 

containing cinnamon that are (i) sold 

loose in bakeries or (ii) pre-packaged 

products sold at retail level.                                                      

For products sold loose from 

bakeries, please indicate on the 

sample analysis request form 

whether or not cinnamon was 

used in the product preparation 

(based on the information  

provided by the manufacturer).                     

Examples of suitable products 

include; traditional Easter bakery 

products, cinnamon whirls, cinnamon 

biscuits, cinnamon bagels, carrot 

cakes, apple tarts, apple strudels etc.

400 g Coumarin (A) (Part 1) NM / RB Reg. 1334/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2008 For information: Coumarin 

is a substance which may 

be present in cinnamon 

and also in certain foods 

to which cinnamon has 

been added

N EHS 17



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Mar 

29–Apr 8

29-Mar-16 Dublin Black nylon kitchen utensils Primary Aromatic Amines (Aniline and 

4,4’-Methylenedianiline (A) (Part 2)

5 of each unit selected.The Food 

Business Operator should be given 

the opportunity to take their own 

supplementary sample

Primary Aromatic Amines (Aniline and 4,4’-

Methylenedianiline (A) (Part 2)

JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

10/2011 (as amended)

Please attempt to target 

outlets at the lower end of 

the market. Items with a 

shiny rather than a matt 

appearance are of 

particular interest. In 

cases where a ‘set’ of 

utensils is chosen as the 

sample then 5 sets are 

required. Camping and 

Outdoor Stores can also be 

targeted, however not all 

articles for sale there are 

either melamine of nylon 

articles

Y EHS 10

14 2016 3

Mar 

29–Apr 8

29-Mar-16 Dublin Three samples each of black and 

white pepper

In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 1 kg, therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

250 g

Ochratoxin A * (A), Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, 

and G2 (A) (Part 2)

LD / KM / JK 

/ PE

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 6

14 2016 3

Mar 

29–Apr 8

29-Mar-16 Dublin Bottled waters Please refer to FSAI Guidance Note 

No. 25 and to the FSAI and HSE 

Protocol 

100 ml – PAH sample bottles will be 

supplied by the laboratory

Audit Monitoring - Chemical Analysis incl. PAH 

Analysis (Part 3) & Microbiological Analysis

LD / KM / 

KMcC / RH

SI 225/2007 PAH legislation applied to spring and 

other waters. Not natural mineral 

water

Y EHS 20

14 2016 3

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Vodka Red label Smirnoff 3 x sealed bottles Alcohol by volume (A) (Part 1), Glycols (M) 

(Part 1), Conductivity (M) (Part 1), Sugars (A) 

(Part 1)

NM / RB / JK 

/ PE / CG / 

LD / KM

Reg. 1169/2011 Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 

(Labelling) 

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form. 

Samples shared with PALC

Y EHS 12

16 2016 4

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked Meats & 

Fish

National monitoring program on 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in ireland

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 2) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period. Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N SFPA 24

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 2) NM /RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the combined 

sample analysis request 

form

Y EHS 8

16 2016 4

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 2) NM /RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the combined 

sample analysis request 

form

Y LAVS 16

16 2016 4

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 2) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the combined 

sample analysis request 

form

Y DAFM 11

16 2016 4

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Samples of food supplements 

consisting of red rice fermented 

by the yeast Monascus purpurous

Sample according to Reg. (EC) No. 

401/2006 (as amended).Where 

possible, please supply min. 200 g

Citrinin (M) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 4

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Non-alcoholic flavoured drinks – 

energy-reduced or with no added 

sugar (not dairy-based), flavoured 

bottled waters, alcopops, energy-

reduced or with no added sugar 

(10), Yoghurts – energy-reduced 

or with no added sugar (5), 

Sauces and condiments, jams and 

marmalades - energy-reduced or 

with no added sugar (5) (M)

All products must be labelled as 

containing the artificial sweetener 

sucralose (E955). Please note: regular 

soft drinks, fruit juices or liquid 

foodstuffs are not suitable samples 

for this campaign

 250 ml, 200 g Sucralose (A) (Part 1) (L) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N EHS 20



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Liquorice root NOTE: it must be established that its 

intended use is as an ingredient in a 

herbal infusion (limit is 20 mg/kg), 

Liquorice extract, for use in food in 

particular beverages and 

confectionary (limit is 80 mg/kg). 

Please do not submit packets of 

Bassett’s Allsorts (there is no 

legislation for liquorice in 

confectionary) or liquorice 

(Glycyrrhiza glabra , Glycyrrhiza 

inflate and other species) as there is 

no legislative limit for liquorice. In 

some cases it may not be possible to 

get 1 kg therefore samples should be 

taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

Sample according to Commission 

Regulation (EU) 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 200–250 g

Ochratoxin A* (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 5

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Red grape juice (3), White grape 

juice (3)

The grape juice content of each 

sample must be >50%

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 1 l

Ochratoxin A * (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 6

Apr 

11–22

11-Apr-16 Dublin Samples of rye (most important, 

but no Ryvita, if possible), wheat, 

barley or flour derived from these 

cereals

1 kg Ergot Alkaloids (M) (Part 1), Tropane 

Alkaloids (M) (Part 1)

JK / PE Rec. 2012/154/EU Monitoring recommendation - 

Commission Recommendation 

2012/154/EU and Commission 

Recommendation 2015/976/EU

Y EHS 10

16 2016 4

Apr 

25–May 

06

25-Apr-16 Dublin Imported (incl. Boyne Valley) 

honey samples - 9 Manuka Honey 

and 7 Regular Imported Honey

When sampling for Manuka honey 

please include samples with a variety 

of ‘activities’ from the different 

labelling systems: UMF, Active, MGO 

etc. All samples to be analysed for 

sugars, HMF, moisture content, 

diastase number, acid value, insoluble 

matter and conductivity. The nine 

Manuka honey samples will also be 

analysed separately for methylglyoxal 

(MGO) when the analytical method 

has been implemented

Min. 250 g in 2 jars Sugars (A), HMF (A), moisture content (A), 

diastase number (A), conductivity (A), 

insoluble matter (A), acid value (A), and 

Methylglyoxal (MGO) (M)

JK / PE Dir. 2001/110/EC Council Directive 2001/110/EC for 

honey parameters. PAs are for risk 

assessment information purposes. 

Methylglyoxal (MGO) testing are for 

information purposes only

Please specify ‘Honey 

Parameters’ on the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 12

18 2016 4

Apr 

25–May 

06

25-Apr-16 Dublin Imported (incl. Boyne Valley) 

honey samples

When sampling for Manuka honey 

please include samples with a variety 

of ‘activities’ from the different 

labelling systems: UMF, Active, MGO 

etc. All samples to be analysed for 

sugars, HMF, moisture content, 

diastase number, acid value, insoluble 

matter and conductivity. The nine 

Manuka honey samples will also be 

analysed separately for methylglyoxal 

(MGO) when the analytical method 

has been implemented

Min. 250 g in 2 jars Sugars (A), HMF (A), moisture content (A), 

diastase number (A), conductivity (A), 

insoluble matter (A), acid value (A), and 

Methylglyoxal (MGO) (M)

JK / PE Dir. 2001/110/EC Council Directive 2001/110/EC for 

honey parameters. PAs are for risk 

assessment information purposes. 

Methylglyoxal and testing are for 

information purposes only

Please specify ‘Honey 

Parameters’ on the sample 

analysis request form

Y DAFM 10

18 2016 4

Apr 

25–May 

06

25-Apr-16 Dublin Herbal Teas Black tea or green tea 1 Packet or box of loose tea or tea 

bags
Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids (M) (Part 2), Tropane 

Alkaloids (M) (Part 2)

JK / PE Rec. 2015/705/EU PAs are for risk assessment 

information purposes. Tropane 

Alkaloids–Monitoring 

Recommendation Commission 

Recommendation 2015/976/EU   

Y EHS 10

18 2016 4

Apr 

25–May 

06

25-Apr-16 Dublin Soy sauce Soy sauce Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg

3-MCPD (A) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

3-monochloropropandiol is 

produced by the acid 

treatment of soya beans 

during the manufacturing 

of soy sauce. It is 

classified by the IARC as a 

probable carcinogen

N EHS 14

May 

9–20

09-May-16 Dublin Prepacked bread and rolls, 

pancakes, wraps, pittas, potato 

farls or crumpets

All products must be labelled as  

sorbic acid (E200), potassium sorbate 

(E202) or calcium sorbate (E203) as 

preservative

400 g Benzoic Acid & Sorbic Acid (A) (Part 2) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Y EHS 9

20 2016 5

May 

9–20

09-May-16 Dublin Water-based flavoured drinks, 

energy-reduced or with no added 

sugar

All products must be labelled as 

containing steviol glycosides (E960). 

The word “Stevia” may also be 

present on the product packaging in 

the same field of vision as the 

product name. For information, 

steviol glycosides are natural 

sweeteners that are permitted for use 

in a range of foodstuffs

250 ml Steviol Glycosides (A) (Part 1) (L) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1131/2011 amending Regulation 

(EC) No. 1333/2008

Y EHS 10

20 2016 5

May 

9–20

09-May-16 Dublin Protein bars, chocolate, chewing 

gums and other confectionary, 

energy-reduced or with no added 

sugar

All products must be labelled as 

containing steviol glycosides (E960). 

The word “Stevia” may also be 

present on the product packaging in 

the same field of vision as the 

product name. For information, 

steviol glycosides are natural 

sweeteners that are permitted for use 

in a range of foodstuffs

200 g Steviol Glycosides (M) (Part 1) (L) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1131/2011 amending Regulation 

(EC) No. 1333/2008

Samples of protein bars, 

chocolate, chewing gum 

and other confectionary 

may be sourced from 

health food shops

Y EHS 10

20 2016 5



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

May 

9–20

09-May-16 Dublin Chewing gum Products to be labelled as containing 

the antioxidants propyl gallate (E310), 

octyl gallate (E311), dodecyl gallate 

(E312), TBHQ (E319), BHA (E320) or 

BHT (E321).                                        

A small number of samples that do 

not declare antioxidants as 

ingredients would also be of interest

100 g Antioxidants – Gallates, TBHQ, BHA & BHT 

(M)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Y EHS 13

20 2016 5

May 

9–20

09-May-16 Dublin Samples of rye (most important, 

but no Ryvita, if possible), wheat, 

barley or flour derived from these 

cereals

1 kg Ergot Alkaloids (M) (Part 2), Tropane 

Alkaloids (M) (Part 3)

JK / PE Rec. 2012/154/EU Monitoring recommendation - 

Commission Recommendation 

2012/154/EU and Commission 

Recommendation 2015/976/EU

Y EHS 10

20 2016 5

May 

23–Jun 3

23-May-16 Dublin Four samples each of chilli and 

paprika

In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 1 kg therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion. 

Avoid products labelled ‘Chili’ as this 

is a mixed spice

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 400 g

Ochratoxin A * (A), Sterigmatocystein (M), 

Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, and G2 (A) (Part 3)

JK / PE/ LD/ 

KM

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended). There are 

currently no legislative limits for 

sterigmatocystein – for risk 

assessment information purposes

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 8

22 2016 5

Jun 7–17 07-Jun-16 Dublin Raw sausages Pre-packaged sausages that are 

labelled as containing sulphur dioxide 

(E220) or the following sulphites; 

E221, E222, E223, E224, E226, E227 

or E228. If loose samples from meat 

counters or butchers are to be 

submitted, please enquire at the time 

of sampling if sulphur dioxide was 

used in the manufacture of the 

product and include this information 

on the sample analysis request form.                                                    

If a pre-packaged product is to be 

submitted, please ensure that the 

sample is submitted in its retail 

packaging so that the product can be 

checked for compliance with allergen 

labelling requirements

400 g Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N EHS 25

Jun 7–17 07-Jun-16 Dublin Raw sausages and raw burgers Sausages and burgers that are 

labelled as containing sulphur dioxide 

(E220) or the following sulphites; 

E221, E222, E223, E224, E226, E227 

or E228. If loose samples are to be 

submitted, please enquire at the time 

of sampling if sulphur dioxide was 

used in the manufacture of the 

product and include this information 

on the sample analysis request form .                                             

If pre-packaged products are to be 

submitted, please ensure that 

samples are submitted in their retail 

packaging so that products can be 

checked for compliance with allergen 

labelling requirements

400 g Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N LAVS 25

Jun 7–17 07-Jun-16 Dublin Products containing apple other 

than drinks

Refer to the list of products in 

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended). Please do 

not submit apple tarts and bakery 

products for analysis. Apples 

themselves are also unsuitable 

samples

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 1 kg

Patulin (M) (Part 1) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 14

Jun 7–17 07-Jun-16 Dublin Samples of fresh fish of the one 

type from the one batch from a 

choice of mackerel, sardines, 

herrings and anchovies to be 

taken according to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No. 2073/2005, 

as amended

500 g per unit, i.e. 4.5 kg/sample 

(or 1.5–2.0 kg fillets)

Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 3)

JK / PE Reg. 2073/2005 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

2073/2005, as amended

The temperature of the 

samples will be checked on 

arrival at the laboratory 

and recorded. The 

laboratory designation of 

results may be influenced 

if the temperature of the 

fish exceeds 4°C or the 

container exceeds 10°C

Y EHS 45

24 2016 6

Jun 7–17 07-Jun-16 Dublin Dry foods packaged in paperboard Dry foods packaged in paperboard 3 units from the same batch (pack 

size not specified)

Photoinitiators (M), Mineral Oils (M) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1935/2004 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1935/2004 as amended

Y EHS 15
24 2016 6

Jun 

20–Jul 1 

20-Jun-16 Dublin Non-alcoholic flavoured drinks 

(excluding dairy-based drinks) and 

flavoured bottled waters

Must be labelled as containing 

Cyclamic acid or its Na and Ca salts 

(E952)

300 ml Cyclamates (M) (L) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N EHS 10

Jun 

20–Jul 1 

20-Jun-16 Dublin Five samples of turmeric In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 250 g therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 250 g

Ochratoxin A * (A), Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, 

and G2 (A) (Part 4)

JK / PE/ LD/ 

KM

Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Y EHS 5

26 2016 6

Jun 

20–Jul 1 

20-Jun-16 Dublin Samples of maize oil (corn oil) Please avoid taking samples of 

Mazola, if possible

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 4012006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply 1 l

Zearalenone (M) JK / PE There are currently no legislative 

limits for ZON in maize oil. For risk 

assessment information purposes

N EHS 4

Jun 

20–Jul 1 

20-Jun-16 Dublin Samples of wholemeal flour Wholemeal flour Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 3) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 16



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Jul 4–15 04-Jul-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked meats & fish National monitoring program on 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in Ireland

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 4) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period. Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N EHS 10

Jul 4–15 04-Jul-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked meats & fish National monitoring program on 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in Ireland

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 4) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period. Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N SFPA 14

Jul 4–15 04-Jul-16 Dublin Raw crustaceans – prawn, 

shrimp, crab

For each sample, please identify the 

crustacean family to which the 

sample belongs to allow the 

laboratory to apply the appropriate 

400 g prawn or shrimp, sufficient 

crab to yield a minimum of 200 g 

crab meat

Sulphur dioxide (A) (Part 4) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N SFPA 8

Jul 4–15 04-Jul-16 Dublin Vacuum-packed peeled, sliced or 

diced potatoes or parsnips from 

manufacturing premises

Please supply unopened vac-packs. If 

vac-packed products are not 

available, samples may be submitted 

in tightly sealed plastic bags

2 x > 1 kg Unopened vac-packs / 

bags from the same batch
Sulphur dioxide (A) (Part 5) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N EHS 16

Jul 4–15 04-Jul-16 Dublin Popcorn, maize and maize 

products including maize flour, 

maize grits and maize meal

NOTE 1: cooking oils and sweet corn 

are not suitable samples, NOTE 2: 

nachos are of particular interest

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg

Zearalenone (A) and Fumonisins B1, B2 and 

B3 (A) DON (A), T-2 and HT-2 (A), 
Ochratoxin A * (A), 

Diacetoxyscirpenol/Nivalenol/ 3-acetylDON/ 

15-acetylDON (M), Sterigmatocystein (M), 

Citrinin (M)

JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended). DON, ZON 

and Fumonisins B1 and B2 

(compliance with legislation). 

Commission Recommendation 

2013/165/EU now applies to T-2 and 

HT-2 toxins. Limits have not yet 

been set for the other parameters 

and this work is for risk assessment 

information purposes

The same samples will be 

analysed for DON, T-2 and 

HT-2 toxins and the other 

parameters as for 

Zearalenone and 

Fumonisins. Please specify 

‘Cereal Parameters’ on the 

sample analysis request 

form

Y EHS 7

28 2016 7

Jul 18-29 18-Jul-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked meats & fish National monitoring program on s 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in Ireland

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 5) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period. Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N LAVS 24

Jul 18-29 18-Jul-16 Dublin Food types to be advised To be advised prior to sampling Safrole (M) NM / RB Reg. 1334/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1334/2008. For information – Safrole 

is a substance that is 

naturally present in 

flavourings and in food 

ingredients with flavouring 

properties

N EHS 10

Jul 18-29 18-Jul-16 Dublin Samples of raw fish or frozen 

histidine-rich fish of the one type 

from the one batch from a choice 

of mackerel, sardines, herrings 

and anchovies to be taken 

according to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No. 2073/2005, 

as amended

500 g per unit, i.e. 4.5 kg/sample 

(or 1.5–2.0 kg fillets)

Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 4)

JK / PE Reg. 2073/2005 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

2073/2005, as amended

The temperature of the 

samples will be checked on 

arrival at the laboratory 

and recorded. The 

laboratory designation of 

results may be influenced 

if the temperature of the 

fish exceeds 4°C or the 

container exceeds 10°C

Y EHS 18

30 2016 7

Jul 18-29 18-Jul-16 Dublin Samples of raw fish or frozen 

histidine-rich fish of the one type 

from the one batch from a choice 

of mackerel, sardines, herrings 

and anchovies to be taken 

according to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No. 2073/2005, 

as amended

500 g per unit, i.e. 4.5 kg/sample 

(or 1.5–2.0 kg fillets)

Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 5)

JK / PE Reg. 2073/2005 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

2073/2005, as amended

The temperature of the 

samples will be checked on 

arrival at the laboratory 

and recorded. The 

laboratory designation of 

results may be influenced 

if the temperature of the 

fish exceeds 4°C or the 

container exceeds 10°C

Y SFPA 18

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Edible oils and fats Edible oils. Cheaper store brands if 

possible. Do not supply virgin or 

freshly pressed varieties

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg

MCPD from Esters (A) LD / KM / CG There is no legislation applicable This is a survey N EHS 23

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Non-alcoholic flavoured drinks 

(energy-reduced or with no added 

sugar, not dairy-based) & 

Flavoured bottled waters

Please prioritise products that are 

labelled as containing the artificial 

sweeteners aspartame (E951) or 

aspartame-acesulfame salt (E962) 

and  labelled as containing benzoic 

acid (E210), sodium benzoate (E211), 

potassium benzoate (E212), calcium 

benzoate (E213), sorbic acid (E200), 

potassium sorbate (E202) or calcium 

sorbate (E203) either singly or in 

combination as preservative

Aspartame, Acesulfame K & Saccharin (A) 
Part 2) (L), Benzoic Acid & Sorbic Acid (A) 

(Part 3)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Y EHS 10

32 2016 8



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Craft Ciders Canned or bottled craft ciders 3 cans or 3 bottles of each sample Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 6), Alcohol By 

Volume (A) (Part 4), Patulin (A)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended), Regulation (EU) No. 

1169/2011 (Labelling), Regulation 

(EU) No. 1881/2006 (as amended)

Y EHS 10

32 2016 8

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Adult apple juices, drinks 

containing apple juice (min 30%)

A wide variety of apple drinks is on 

sale at retail level. Please place 

special emphasis on freshly pressed 

apple juices from retail outlets, such 

as small shops etc.– 16 samples, 

baby foods– 5 samples

Sample according to Reg. (EC) No. 

401/2006 (as amended). Where 

possible, please supply min. 1 l. For 

the baby foods refer to Commission 

Directive 2006/125/EC for foods in 

this category

Patulin (Juices (A) Ciders (A) (Part 2) Baby 

Foods (M)

JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 20

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Pre-prepared jelly pots, - energy-

reduced or with no added sugar.  

and savoury sauces (e.g. ketchup, 

pasta sauce) - energy-reduced or 

with no added sugar

All products must be labelled as 

containing the artificial sweeteners 

aspartame (E951), acesulfame-K 

(E950), saccharin (E954) or 

aspartame-acesulfame salt (E962)

400 g Aspartame, Acesulfame-K & Saccharin (A) 
(Part 3) (L)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

N EHS 10

Aug 2–12 02-Aug-16 Dublin Melamine kitchen utensils and 

kitchenware

Melamine is a non-transparent, non-

translucent material. The items 

required are white or coloured and 

are often novelty type utensils, cups, 

bowls and plates etc. Egg cups are 

not suitable samples because, during 

normal use, there is no direct contact 

between the edible portion of an egg 

and an egg cup. Melamine articles 

may have the recycling symbol ‘7’ for 

‘other plastics’ on them i.e. (). Articles 

that look like melamine articles but 

have any other recycling symbol (1–6) 

on them are not suitable articles to 

submit for analysis. See Appendix A 

for a list of outlets and other 

instructions

5 of each unit selected. The Food 

Business Operator should be given 

the opportunity to take their own 

supplementary sample

Melamine and Formaldehyde (A) (Part 1) JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

10/2011 (as amended)

Please place the sticky 

label on the outside of the 

article (i.e. non-food 

contact surface) or the 

handle of the article.Please 

include both parameters 

when completing the 

sample analysis request 

form

Y EHS 10

32 2016 8

Aug 

15–26

15-Aug-16 Dublin Grapefruit or Lemon-flavoured 

non-alcoholic beverages  (with/ 

without declared flavourings)

250 ml Quassin (A) NM / RB Reg. 1334/2008 Regulation (EC) 1334/2008 For information - quassin 

is a substance that is 

naturally present in 

flavourings and in food 

ingredients with flavouring 

properties.

N EHS 9

Aug 

15–26

15-Aug-16 Dublin Pre-packed lemon-flavoured 

bakery wares e.g. 

biscuits/cakes/pastries 

(with/without declared 

flavourings)

400 g Quassin (M) NM / RB Reg. 1334/2008 Regulation (EC) 1334/2008 For information - quassin 

is a substance that is 

naturally present in 

flavourings and in food 

ingredients with flavouring 

properties

N EHS 9

Aug 

15–26

15-Aug-16 Dublin Milk powder that is not produced 

in DAFM supervised premises

Please note that soya milk and 

coconut milk are not suitable samples

Please sample according to 

Regulation (EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended). Where possible, please 

supply min. 400 g

Aflatoxin M1 * (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 4

Aug 

15–26

15-Aug-16 Dublin Traditionally Smoked meats & fish National monitoring program on s 

(PAHs) in traditionally smoked meat 

and meat products, fish and fishery 

products in Ireland–Follow-up 

samples

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended)
PAH (A) (Part 6) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Samples will be 

accepted one week 

before the start of the 

scheduled sampling 

period. Deadline to be 

agreed with FSAI, refer to 

the protocol for 

fulfilling Ireland's 

monitoring obligations

N DAFM, EHS, SFPA, 

LAVS

32

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Onions, spring onions (scallions), 

leeks and celery

Samples must be booked in prior to 

delivery to the Laboratory and can 

only be accepted Mon-Wed due to the 

extensive processing of samples 

required on receipt. It is essential to 

supply details of the country of origin 

with each sample

500 g Nitrate (A) (Part 2) NM / RB There is no legislation for nitrate in 

spring onions, onions, leeks and 

celery. For risk assessment 

information purposes

N EHS 12

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Samples of cereal-based baby 

foods and millet, soybean, 

buckwheat, sunflower and linseed 

products

1 kg Tropane Alkaloids (M) (Part 3) JK / PE Rec. 2015/976/EU Monitoring recommendation - 

Commission Recommendation 

2015/976/EU

Y EHS 15

36 2016 8

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Samples of raw fresh or frozen 

prepared tuna (e.g. tuna loins) 

from the one batch to be taken 

according to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No. 2073/2005, 

as amended

Samples of whole tuna are not 

appropriate as such samples would 

not have had opportunity to be 

treated with CO

250 g per unit, i.e. 2.25 kg/sample Biogenic Amines (Tyramine, Putrescine, 

Cadaverine, Histamine) (A) (Part 6), Carbon 

Monoxide (M)

JK / PE / LD 

/ KM

Reg. 2073/2005 The temperature of the samples will 

be checked on arrival at the 

laboratory and recorded. The 

laboratory designation of results 

may be influenced if the 

temperature of the fish exceeds 4°C 

or the container exceeds 10°C. The 

same samples will be used for 

Carbon Monoxide and Biogenic 

Amines analysis. Please include both 

parameters on the sample analysis 

request form

Y SFPA 18

36 2016 8



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Raw, fresh or frozen tuna and 

swordfish loin with a particularly 

bright red appearance

Samples of whole tuna are not 

appropriate as such samples would 

not have had opportunity to be 

treated with CO. carbon monoxide 

(CO) gas is used to enhance the 

colour of tuna meat to make it appear 

fresher and more valuable. CO is not 

a permitted additive

250 g per unit Carbon Monoxide (M) LD / KM N SFPA 5

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Coffee – roast beans, ground and 

instant/soluble, in particular, 

products at the lower end of the 

market

Sample according to Commission 

Regulation (EU) 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 400 g

Ochratoxin A * (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 11

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Coffee - green beans only Where possible, please supply min. 

400 g
Sterigmastocystein (M) JK / PE There are no legislative limits for 

sterigmatocystein in green coffee. 

For risk assessment information 

purposes

N EHS 7

Aug 

29–Sept 

9

29-Aug-16 Dublin Vodka Red label Smirnoff 3 x sealed bottles Alcohol by volume (A) (Part 2), Glycols (M) 

(Part 2), Conductivity (M) (Part 2), Sugars (A) 

(Part 2)

NM / RB / CG 

/ LD / KM / 

JK / PE

Reg. 1169/2011 Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 

(Labelling) 

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form. 

Samples shared with PALC

Y EHS 12

36 2016 8

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 5

38 2016 9

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Rice Rice as defined in Codex Standard 

198-1995

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007. Where possible, 

please supply min. 1 kg

Inorganic Arsenic (A) IN Reg. 2015/1006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

2015/1006 

Samples should be long-

grain or par-boiled rice, 

Basmati rice is not suitable 

for this testing

N EHS 20

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the sample 

analysis request form

Y LAVS 16

38 2016 9

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the sample 

analysis request form

Y DAFM 11

38 2016 9

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Cereals other than those 

mentioned in sampling periods 28 

Mar–08 Apr and 04–15 July. Rice 

and Oats are of particular interest

The same samples will be analysed 

for DON, T-2 and HT-2, Ochratoxin A 

and other parameters as for 

Zearalenone and Fumonisins. Please 

specify ‘Cereal Parameters’ on the 

sample analysis request form

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as 

amended).Where possible, please 

supply min. 1 kg

Zearalenone (A) and Fumonisins B1, B2 and 

B3 (A) DON (A), T-2 and HT-2 (A), 
Diacetoxyscirpenol/Nivalenol/3-acetylDON/15-

acetylDON (M), Ochratoxin A* (A), 

Sterigmatocystein (M), Citrinin (M)

JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended). OTA, 

DON, ZON and Fumonisins B1 and 

B2 (compliance with legislation). 

Commission Recommendation 

2013/165/EU now applies to T-2 and 

HT-2 toxins. Limits have not yet 

been set for the other parameters 

and this work is for risk assessment 

information purposes

The same samples will be 

analysed for DON, T-2 and 

HT-2, Ochratoxin A and 

other parameters as for 

Zearalenone and 

Fumonisins. Please specify 

‘Cereal Parameters’ on the 

sample analysis request 

form

Y EHS 5

38 2016 9

Sept 

12–23

12-Sep-16 Dublin Jarred babyfood in jars that are 

sealed with gasket-type seals (see 

Appendix B) should be taken: 

Baby foods of any fat content

Epoxidised soybean oil (ESBO) is used 

in PVC gaskets in the metal screw 

caps used on glass jars

3 units from the same batch (pack 

size not specified)
ESBO Migration Testing (A) (Part 1), 

Phthalates Migration Testing – Non-

approved Plasticisers (Part 1) (M)

CG / LD / KM Reg. 10/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

10/2011 (as amended)

The same samples will be 

analysed for phthalates as 

for ESBO. Please include 

both parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 20

38 2016 9

Sept 

26–Oct 7

26-Sep-16 Dublin Dry, cereal-based baby foods (in 

boxes or vacuum-sealed bags)

Please note: according to Dir. 

2006/125/EC, for “dry cereal-based 

baby foods (in boxes or vacuum-

sealed bags)”, the cereal content 

should not be less than 25% of the 

final mixture on a dry weight for 

weight basis and that the product 

should be a foodstuff for particular 

nutritional use

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 and Directive 

2004/43/EC. Where possible, please 

supply min. 1 kg

Ochratoxin A * (A), Sterigmatocystein (M), 

Citrinin (M)

JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Ochratoxin A - Commission 

Regulation (EC) No. 1881/2006 (as 

amended). There are currently no 

legislative limits for 

sterigmatocystein or citrinin – for 

risk assessment information 

purposes

Y EHS 10

40 2016 9

Sept 

26–Oct 7

26-Sep-16 Dublin Liquid Milk – imported (EU & non-

EU)

Please note that soya milk and 

coconut milk are not suitable samples

Please sample according to 

Regulation (EC) No. 401/2006, 

where possible please supply 500 

Aflatoxin M1 (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 4

Sept 

26–Oct 7

26-Sep-16 Dublin Imported infant formula and 

follow-on formula

Please sample according to 

Regulation (EC) No. 401/2006, 

where possible please supply 500 

Aflatoxin M1 (A) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

N EHS 4



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Oct 10–21 10-Oct-16 Dublin Jarred Fatty Foods The following foods contained in jars 

that are sealed with gasket-type seals 

(see Appendix B) should be taken: 

Jarred, general foods with fat content 

of greater than 3% and where the fat 

is in contact with the gasket. Do not 

take samples of set foods such as 

mayonnaise where contact with the 

gasket is limited.

Epoxidised soybean oil (ESBO) is used 

in PVC gaskets in the metal screw 

caps used on glass jars

3 units from the same batch (pack 

size not specified)
ESBO Migration Testing (A) (Part 2), 

Phthalates Migration Testing – Non-

approved Plasticisers (Part 2) (M)

CG / LD / KM Reg. 10/2011 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

10/2011 (as amended)

Y EHS 20

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Food supplements (as defined in 

Directive 2002/46/EC) in liquid, 

capsule, tablet or powder form. 

Please prioritise products that are 

labelled as containing the 

following sweeteners; aspartame 

(E951), acesulfame-K (E950), 

saccharin (E954), aspartame-

acesulfame salt (E962), sucralose 

(E955) and Steviol Glycosides 

(E960). If appropriate, products 

without a declaration of 

sweeteners may also be 

submitted, if desired

100 g Aspartame, Acesulfame-K, Saccharin (M) 
(Part 4) (L) Steviol Glycosides (M) (Part 2) 

(L)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008 (as 

amended), Commission Regulation 

(EU) No. 1131/2011 amending 

Regulation (EC) No. 1333/2008

Y EHS 50

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Oil food supplements e.g. cod 

liver oil, fish oils, evening 

primrose oil, garlic oil, vitamin E 

oil, vitamin A, D, E and K oils

100 g. Sampling according to 

Regulation (EC) No. 333/2007 (as 

amended) is recommended where 

possible. However due to cost & 

availability limitations 100 g sample 

will be sufficient for testing

PAH (A) (Part 7) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended) covers oils 

and fats intended for direct human 

consumption or use as an ingredient 

in food

Y EHS ?

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Eight samples of mixed spices 

(incl. curry powder)

In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 1 kg therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

250 g

Ochratoxin A * (A), Sterigmatocystein (M), 

Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, and G2 (A) (Part 5)

JK / PE/ LD/ 

KM

Reg. 1881/2006 Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EU) No. 1881/2006 (as amended). 

There are currently no legislative 

limits for sterigmatocystein – for risk 

assessment information purposes

Please note the 

ingredients when 

sampling: Samples should 

contain a minimum of 

30% of individual spices to 

be worthwhile

Y EHS 8

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Canned foods such as soups, 

peas, beans, juices etc.

5 of each unit selected Bisphenol A (Part 1) (M) (Canned Foods) JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EU) No. 10/2011 (as amended)

N EHS 8

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Survey of PFAS in fish. Raw fresh 

or frozen filleted samples of, in 

particular, monkfish, cod, hake, 

pollock and haddock, mackerel 

and sardines

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 333/2007 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg

Perfluoroalkylated Substances (PFAS) (M) JK / PE Com. Dec. 

2010/161/EC

Legislation: Commission 

Recommendation 2010/161/EU.

Please do not package the 

samples in greaseproof – 

type paper as it may 

contain PFASs. Samples 

may be stored frozen prior 

to submission to the 

laboratory

Y SFPA 20

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Honey samples to be analysed for 

sugars, HMF, moisture content, 

diastase number, acid value, 

insoluble matter, and conductivity

Min. 250 g in 2 jars Sugars (A), HMF (A), moisture content (A), 

diastase number (A), conductivity (A), 

insoluble matter (A), and acid value (A)

JK / PE Dir. 2001/110/EC Legislation: Council Directive 

2001/110/EC for honey parameters

Please specify ‘Honey 

parameters’ when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form

Y DAFM 10

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Herbal Teas Herbal teas–Fenil, Nettle, Camomile, 

Roobios, Peppermint, Melissa (Lemon 

Balm), Caraway etc.

1 Packet or box of loose tea or tea 

bags
Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids (M) (Part 1) Tropane 

Alkaloids (M)

JK / PE Rec. 2015/705/EU PAs are for risk assessment 

information purposes. Tropane 

Alkaloids–Monitoring 

Recommendation Commission 

Recommendation 2015/976/EU   

Y EHS 13

42 2016 10

Oct 

10–21

10-Oct-16 Dublin Ceramics - samples of glazed and 

unglazed cups/bowls that are 

available at low cost, such as sold 

in pound shops or ethnic 

supermarkets

5 of each ceramic sampled Cadmium & Lead migration testing from 

Ceramics (A)

IN / SO'R Dir. 1984/500/EC Commission Directive 1984/500/EC 

(as amended)

Y EHS 15

42 2016 10

Oct 

24–Nov 4

24-Oct-16 Dublin Infant formula and follow-on 

formula (20 solids and 5 liquids)

1 kg – powders                                     

1 litre (10 x 100 ml) - liquids
Taurine (A) NM / RB Dir. 2006/141/EC 

/ Reg. 1881/2006

Legislation: Commission Directive 

2006/141/EC (as amended)

N DAFM 25

Oct 

24–Nov 4

24-Oct-16 Dublin Infant formula and follow-on 

formula (20 solids and 5 liquids)

1 kg – powders                                     

1 litre (10 x 100 ml) - liquids
Melamine (A) (10 solids only), Aflatoxin 

M1 (A), PAHs (A), (5 liquids and 10 

solids), Ochratoxin A (A), (all samples)  

ESBO Migration Testing (A) (Part 3), 

Phthalates Migration Testing – Non-

approved Plasticisers (Part 3) (M) (5 

liquids)

JK / PE / CG 

/ LD / KM

Dir. 2006/141/EC 

/ Reg. 1881/2006

Legislation: Commission Directive 

2006/141/EC (as amended), 

Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EC) No. 1881/2006 (as amended)

The same powder samples 

will be analysed for PAH, 

Aflatoxin M1 and Melamine 

The same liquid samples 

will be analysed for PAH, 

Aflatoxin M1, ESBO 

Migration and Phthalates 

Migration

Y DAFM 25

44 2016 10



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Oct 

24–Nov 4

24-Oct-16 Dublin Infant formula and follow-on 

formula. 1 sample of dietary 

foods for special medical purposes 

1 kg - composite powders 

(contaminant testing), 1 litre (10 x 

100 ml) - liquids

PAH (A) (Part 8), Aflatoxin M1 (A), Ochratoxin 

A (A), Aflatoxin B1 (M)

JK / PE / CG 

/ LD / KM

Dir. 2006/141/EC 

/ Reg. 1881/2006

Legislation: Council Regulation (EU) 

No 835/2011 has amended 

Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 and 

the amendments which applied from 

1 September 2012 have introduced a 

new maximum level for the sum of 

four substances (ΣPAH4) 

(benzo(a)pyrene, 

benz(a)anthracene, 

benzo(b)fluoranthene and chrysene) 

whilst maintaining a separate 

maximum level for benzo(a)pyrene

The same IF/FOF powder 

samples will be analysed 

for PAH, Aflatoxin M1 and 

Melamine The same liquid 

samples will be analysed 

for PAH, Aflatoxin M1, 

ESBO Migration and 

Phthalates. Finally 1 

sample of dietary foods for 

special medical purposes 

to be tested for aflatoxin 

B1

Y DAFM 1

44 2016 10

Oct 

24–Nov 4

24-Oct-16 Dublin Five samples of powdered ginger. 

In some cases it may not be 

possible to get 1 kg therefore 

samples should be taken having 

regard to the regulations and 

using discretion

In some cases it may not be possible 

to get 250 g therefore samples should 

be taken having regard to the 

regulations and using discretion

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

250 g

Ochratoxin A * (A), Aflatoxins B1, B2, G1, 

and G2 (A) (Part 6)

JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EC) No. 1881/2006 (as amended)

Please include all 

parameters when 

completing the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 5

44 2016 10

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Red, White and Rosé Wine Three of each and one extra sample Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply 1 

litre (2 standard bottles or 4 small 

bottles)

Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 7), Ochratoxin A* 

(A)

NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended), 

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

Y EHS 10

46 2016 11

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Stainless steel kitchen utensils 

and cutlery i.e. knives, forks, 

spoons, tongs, ladles & whisks 

etc.

5 of each type of utensil /cutlery 

sampled

Chromium & Nickel – Metal Kitchen Utensils & 

Cutlery (M)

IN Legislation: There are currently no 

legislative limits for chromium and 

nickel migration from utensils and 

cutlery. For risk assessment 

information purposes

Y EHS 15

46 2016 11

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Dried fruit - pitted dried fruit from 

the following list; prunes, figs, 

apricots.                                                

Please do not submit samples 

of raisins, sultanas or 

currants                                

Pre-packaged samples must be 

labelled as containing sulphur dioxide 

(E220) or the following sulphites; 

E221, E222, E223, E224, E226, E227 

or E228. If loose samples are to be 

submitted, please enquire at the time 

of sampling, regarding use of sulphur 

dioxide and include this information 

on the sample analysis request form            

400 g Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 8) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended)

Avoid taking samples of 

mixed dried fruit as 

different maximum levels 

may apply to individual 

fruits and it is not possible 

to provide an overall 

judgement on the sample 

if mixed fruits are pesent

N EHS 10

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 4) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the sample 

analysis request form

Y EHS 5

46 2016 11

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Cured meats (except cured 

tongue) and brines

400 g Nitrite and Nitrate (A) (Part 4) NM / RB Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended)

Please sample according to 

the FSAI Guidance 

Document for 

Nitrate/Nitrite Sampling of 

Meat Products and 

complete the Nitrates and 

Nitrites in Cured Meats 

section of the sample 

analysis request form

Y DAFM 11

46 2016 11

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Heat treated starchy foods French fries sold as ready-to eat, 

potato crisps and pre-cooked French 

fries/potato products for home 

cooking 

Monitoring recommendation 

(2010/307/EU) suggests following  

part B of the Annex to Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 333/2007. Min. 

weights and volumes of 1 kg and 1 

l are given

Acrylamide (A) (Part 3) CG / LD / KM Rec. 

2011/01/10/EC

The deadline for reporting 

results to the EHS will be 

the end of December 

2016. Accordingly, please 

ensure that "best before 

dates” are greater than 

this

N EHS 20



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Melamine kitchen utensils and 

kitchen ware

Melamine is a non-transparent, non-

translucent material. The items 

required are white or coloured and 

are often novelty type utensils, cups, 

bowls and plates etc. Egg cups are 

not suitable samples because, during 

normal use, there is no direct contact 

between the edible portion of an egg 

and an egg cup. Melamine articles 

may have the recycling symbol ‘7’ for 

‘other plastics’ on them i.e. (). Articles 

that look like melamine articles but 

have any other recycling symbol (1–6) 

on them are not suitable articles to 

submit for analysis. See Appendix A 

for a list of outlets and other 

instructions. Please place the sticky 

label on the outside of the article (i.e. 

non-food contact surface) or the 

handle of the article. Please include 

both parameters when completing the 

sample analysis request form

5 of each unit selected. The Food 

Business Operator should be given 

the opportunity to take their own 

supplementary sample

Melamine and Formaldehyde (A) (Part 2) JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EU) No. 10/2011 (as amended)

Y EHS 7

46 2016 11

Nov 7–18 07-Nov-16 Dublin Dried vine fruits (sultanas, 

currants, raisins). Samples with 

and without added preservatives 

will be accepted

Sample according to Regulation 

(EC) No. 401/2006 (as amended). 

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg

Ochratoxin A * (A) Sterigmatocystein (M) JK / PE Reg. 1881/2006 Legislation: Commission Regulation 

(EC) No. 1881/2006 (as amended). 

There are currently no legislative 

limits for sterigmatocystein – for risk 

assessment information purposes

Y EHS 13

46 2016 11

Nov 21– 

Dec 2

21-Nov-16 Dublin Imported fresh rocket, imported 

fresh lettuce and imported fresh 

baby leaf spinach

Samples taken should be be available 

for sale at retail level. It is essential 

to supply details of the species and 

the country of origin with each 

sample.                           Samples 

must be booked in prior to delivery to 

the Laboratory and can only be 

accepted Mon-Wed due to the 

extensive processing of samples 

required on receipt

Please sample according to 

Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1882/2006

Nitrate (A) (Part 3) NM / RB Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EU) No. 

1258/2011

As delivery to DPAL may 

take up to 48 hours in 

some cases, we 

recommended transport of 

samples in open topped 

plastic bags (similar to the 

way such products may 

often be displayed in retail 

outlets) to prevent wilting 

of product during periods 

of transportation that are 

longer than 24 hours

N EHS 9

Nov 

21–Dec 2

21-Nov-16 Dublin Raw sausages and raw burgers Pre-packaged sausages and burgers 

that are labelled as containing sulphur 

dioxide (E220) or the following 

sulphites; E221, E222, E223, E224, 

E226, E227 or E228

400 g Sulphur Dioxide (A) (Part 9) RB / NM / LH Reg. 1333/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1333/2008 (as amended)

If loose samples from 

meat counters or butchers 

are to be submitted, 

please enquire at the time 

of sampling if sulphur 

dioxide was used in the 

manufacture of the 

product and include this 

information on the sample 

analysis request form. If 

pre-packaged products are 

to be submitted, please 

ensure that samples are 

submitted in their retail 

packaging so that products 

can be checked for 

compliance with allergen 

labelling requirements

N LAVS 25

48 2016 11

Nov 

21–Dec 2

21-Nov-16 Dublin Baby bottles (labelled as ‘BPA 

free’) New legislation in force 

banning BPA in baby bottles in 

2nd half 2011

5 of each unit selected Bisphenol A (M) JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Legislation: (i) Regulation (EU) No. 

321/2011 amending Commission 

Regulation (EU) No. 10/2011 for 

baby bottles. (ii) Commission 

Regulation (EU) No. 10/2011 (as 

amended) for other foods

N EHS 5

Nov 

21–Dec 2

21-Nov-16 Dublin Erucic Acid (M) CG / LD / KM Reg. 1881/2006 Commission Regulation (EC) No. 

1881/2006 (as amended)

This is a survey of the 

samples already analysed 

for MCPD esters during 

9–20 May 

N EHS

Nov 

21–Dec 2

21-Nov-16 Dublin Samples of Continental Cheeses Continental style, Edam, Brie, 

Cammebert, Gouda, Danish blue 

(unpasteurised), Emmental French 

(unpasteurised), Superquinn 

Parmesan (unpasteurised) etc.

Bisphenol A (M) JK / PE Reg. 10/2011 Legislation: (i) Regulation (EU) No. 

321/2011 amending Commission 

Regulation (EU) No. 10/2011 for 

baby bottles. (ii) Commission 

Regulation (EU) No. 10/2011 (as 

amended) for other foods

Pre-packed cheeses N EHS 10

Dec 5–16 05-Dec-16 Dublin Cocoa and cocoa products (except 

cocoa butter). Minimum cocoa 

content should be 30%

Where possible, please supply min. 

1 kg
Ochratoxin A (A) JK / PE Legislation: There is currently no 

legislative limit for Ochratoxin A in 

cocoa. For risk assessment 

information purposes

N EHS 9



Week

week 

commencing Lab FoodStuff FoodStuff Detail Sampling Method Planned Tests Lab Contact Legislation Legislation Details Notes

Multi-

Parameter 

Testing (Y/N) Sampling Reason Sampling Agency

# Samples to 

take Week # Year Month

Dec 5–16 05-Dec-16 Dublin Bakery products including 

seasonal Christmas products and, 

if available, breakfast cereals 

(including muesli) containing 

cinnamon

 ‘Bakery products’ refers to items 

containing cinnamon that are (i) sold 

loose in bakeries or (ii) pre-packaged 

products sold at retail level.                                                      

For products sold loose from bakeries, 

please indicate on the sample analysis 

request form whether or not 

cinnamon was used in the product 

preparation (based on the information  

provided by the manufacturer).                          

Examples of suitable products 

include; traditional Christmas bakery 

products, cinnamon whirls, cinnamon 

biscuits, cinnamon bagels, carrot 

cakes, apple tarts, apple strudels etc.

400 g Coumarin (A) (Part 2) RB / NM / LH Reg. 1334/2008 Legislation: Regulation (EC) No. 

1334/2008.

For information: Coumarin 

is a substance which may 

be present in cinnamon 

and also in certain foods 

to which cinnamon has 

been added

N EHS 15


